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1972 365 GTC/4

As Ferrari intended, the C/4 is not a better car than the Daytona, just

more civilized

by Steve Ahigrm

Chassis number 15479

ermn 365 GTC/M chassis number 15479 is documented in the
Ferrart Market Letter archives = Bill Harrah's personal car. [t
was ordered for Mr. Harrah in Ferran Red with a complete black
velotr interior that it retains today

Meticulous mokntenance and loving care characterize this car's his
tary throughout the 54,574 original miles recorded, and its current owner
has sustained this fastidious approach sincs 1994, Being the favorite
driver m the owner's extensive collection, this 365 GTC/4 has run the
New England Rally in Nova Scoda, Canada, as well as several other
Fermari Clob events.

Complete with original ool Kit, jack roll, teols and onginal owner’s
manunls in the Ferran Schedoni leather pouch, the car on offer here 15 fit-
ted with Michelin XWX tires mounted on the onginal Cromodora alloy
rims. Sounding as sweet as any Fermari ever produced, the V12 engine
pulls effortlessly to the redline in all gears

The 365 GTC/M is truly the “gentleman’s” Ferrarl, with all of the
heritage and performance that one associntes with the marque from
Marneilo,

The SCM amalvsis This car sold for 569,575 at the Bonkamy &
Butterfivlds Brookline anction, held Apeil 30, 2005

The 365 GTCH is an enigma. On one hand, it may be the best driving
Ferrari of the classic era. vet on the other hand, it (v one of the most
ditficult of all Ferraris to sell

It ts such a good driver that in the piid-1980s, the owners of af least
mwa different Ferrart dealerships, as well as the propietar of a major
Ferrarl parts concern. all wed a 365 GTCA as their daily driver The
curs are such performery that as late as the osrly 908 Lranw a 365 GTCA
post the fastext time of the day at a Rogd Atlanta frock even!

However, take @ look in the Feerari Market Letter and yow ! see
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any other model  Unsurprixingly. the
wngainly rabber smout stops many
povential buyers, while the perceived
maintenance expense s _another
significant hareler (I xee many C/A
praspects that end up buving o 365 GT
2+ 2 insteaid )

{n Ferrari-speak “365 GTCH™
means @ Grand Touring coupe, pow-
ared by a I 2«exlinder engine of 365-cc
displacement per cylinder (thats 4.4
liters), with four overhead camshafts
The model was produced for fust two
veary, 197122, and s wniversally
referved 1o s the “CA.

Ouring the "608 and early 705,
Fervani s offering of road cars (suaily consisted of a high-performance.
lightweight coupe or berlinette (GTB). @ luxury coupe (GTCh an open
Spyder (GTS), and @ (wo-door. four-passenger model wually called
a 2+ 2. As development costs skyrocketed in the mid-1970s, however,
Ferearl phased out the coupe and evolved its modeen berlinesta fowards
the huxury end of the spectrum, Thuy the C way the fast in a prowd line
of luxiry coupes that included ity immediate prodecessor, the [968-70
165 GIC, the 1966-68 330 GTC, and the 1962-64 256 GTL Lusso

Excepting ity controversial styling. the CA doey everything it way
wipposed to do ax the heawy foil to the GTB/ Daytona. Af neardy 3,800
pounds the C4 iy heavy, and ity side-draft Webers ews 30 horvey from
the Daytoma’s 352 kp, but the C/4 still moves brivkly. Its eraditional
front-mounted transmission is smooth and requires less artention than
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sreering—is remedied by a pawer-assist welt
in the C/4 that makes parallel parking o smap
and still tracks well at high speed. As Ferravi
intended, the C/4 Is not a betrer car than the
Daytony. just more civilized,

Once feared for ity maintenance CAPORSES,
the CH is almast reasonable to keep up when
compared to newer Ferraris. Regular fluid
service &5 required yearly or by mileage,
follewed by a 7,500 mile minor tane. A 15,000-
mile major service requires & valve and timing
chaln adfuriment Thiv involves a somewhat
insimidating removal of the six Webers, but
once that s accomplished its a rather xtraight
forward peocedure. Thankfielly, with the C/H4
there ix no expensive, engine-out timing belt
replacement needed, nor does servicing require
a laptap or an umbilical cord to download data
from Maranello

Short of an engine rebuild, the most serious
rervice saue comman fo C/ds s an inner waler
pump bearing failure. Thix problem reguires
engine removal and invasive surgery, though
it is stiil less expensive and far less frequent an
occurrence thar a major service on something
like @ Testarossa

If a C4 has been well maintained, moss
problems are lmired o cosmenic updates
While service partx are xtill reasonably avail-
able, trim parts are scarce. The CH4% dash
and expansive center cansole are covered in
a feltlike material affectionately known as
"mouve fiir " Thiy covering loves (12 nap and
fades with age. frequently ruining the looky of
an otherwise nice interjor. The correct original
material s almost nonexistent, 10 (1Y not un
wswal to find a C/4 with a leather-covwered dask
anid console

The car pictured here went from Harvah s
collection in Nevada to London in the early
19805, and ended wp back in the States a de-
cade later. It had a good number of milex on it
anid was @ sound, but not prime. example C/dy
commonly carried only two options; full leather
seate and Borranl wire wheels. Swprisingly,
tivix ome had neither, and even more usisually
it was clothed in a black velowr interior invtead
of the normal plaid cloth inserts

e car was described as being in good con-
dirion, which 1 find guite bellevable, as I know
its owner of the past decade, wio iy an SCMer
The bid price of nearly $70% was at the fower
end of an optimistic estimate of $67k-577k, bue
represents a good buy. Theres been a recent
swge in Daytona prices so It reasonable to
assume C/4 prices will soon follow

In the mor-too-distant fisture we will likely
talk about the $60.000 CHx the way we talk
abowt $30.000 Dinos today—in the past tense
If vou 've had one on your short list, given the
way the market iy moving, thiv would be a good
time o put one Info your garage

(Historical and descriptive information
courtesy of the auction company. )&
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Comments from SCM Gold membery whe hgve ovwned C/dy

Mark Smith, Skippock, PA: The C/4 s the best
Ferman | have ever owned, | love the elegam
lines, which are aging extremely well. | live
for the best VI2 sound ever produced (must
be the side draft Webers/exhaust combo), The
power steering is a joy. The five-speed blows
awiy the unit iy the Boxer, my other favorite
Ferrari. The only people that have ever men-
tioned the looks of the front bumper are people
that write about the ear, the rest of us that have
owned and driven these cars laugh at their
commpents and enjoy one of the best driving
and beautiful V12s ever

Crulg Zimn, Mollywood, FL: In my curly years
of toy coliecting, | always made 2 good buck
selling C/3s; and 1 got the thnll of my hife
driving them for the poction of the price of a
Daytona. While 1 did use the C/4 a5 a stopping

way the nose and rear of the beaunful Daytona
are handled,

Did you know thit sound of the C4 VI2
wis the actual recording used in “Miami Vice™
as the engine sound for the fiberglass Daytona
“Corvarm?” Carbs an the side instead of on 1op
gave it great sound, the intakes would shriek as
the fuel pumps fed them freely, and it all ended
up as & bantone rumble through the Ansa pipes
out the back.

Jim Kreber, Ming, $D: ['ve only had my C4
convertible conversion for a littke over two
years, but it is fruly one of my favorite cars
for a Sunday drive. | own three Ferraris, along
with several ather sports cars.

I bove them all, bur the CA cruising down u
South Dakota highway early Sunday morming
W %0 therapeutic. 1tv V12 with six unmuffled

stone t0 Daytonas (1 have bad ut leass seven
Daytonas over the years), | always loved get-
ting behind the wheel of a C/4 with its eany
power steering, much more sendible transinis-
sion setup, where reverse s out of the way,
and the incredible-sounding VIZ That band of
plastic around the nose was why [ could never
keep the car, but dark coloes hide it some. Abso,
the plain three-light tail Hghts in the black rear
panel didn’t make any sense compared to the

-\

Webers makes such wonderful music. I'm
probably fortunate, as 've had oo trouble ue all
with the car, | did spend a lot of time looking
for the right one. Following SCM's advice, |
found an example that someone clse had spent
big money restoring; it's in the SCM dutabase
as #29000, SN #15497. | bought it at Russo
und Stecle in Scottsdale, AZ, for $82,500 plus
commission. It may not get the uttention that
my Dino gets, but it ix a better driver e

Jim Kreber 5 O comvertile convrsion. paarked nex? o hig Dine

Wa ons leoking for Seat Time comments abeut cors wo peofibe. Nast moath, we fesnsrs the
1963 Chavy Camoro Yanko, 1964 Ferror Lussa, 1959 BMW 507, 1961 Fiat Jolly 500, ané 1987 Alfo Romeo Giulio G rscer
1 you bave owned eny of thee. pleass send wmment 1o wngold(particarmarkas com



Favorite Ferraris Under $100k

A 365 Boxer is a rocketship, going through first, second and third gears with
amazing acceleration and soul-stirring sound

12 288 GTE

get dozens of phose calls and e-mails from woulkl-be first-time Ferran

buyers, and | abways sk them the same questions: What's your “real™

budget? Do you have sy idea how much to expect for maintonance

costs” Have you comsidersd the pros and cons of old versus new?
Are you prepaend 10 pomy wp for the necessary pre-purchase mspoction?
What's your itstended usase?

Most ofien, $100,000 tends %0 be the magic number for a first-timer, 3
sum that won't 21 you o 00 much trouble with your spouse bat s sull
enough cash 10 buy & real Ferrun. What follows is a summary of the cur-
rent market favorites m this price range, along with some considerstions
that can helfp sdentify which car might be right for you

BEST OF THE "60S

The standand besser of the early V12 Ferrari is the 1960-63 250 GTE
Buitht at a time when 2 high perfonmance sports car meant user-crued, it was
surprisingly casy to drive. Road & Thuck. in its August 1962 msue, wrote,
*Anyone can drive ooe and egjoy the experience, the connoisseur who can
afford ooe wouldn 't heve anything else—this cur is (almost) cvery spors
cat owner's dream ™

With 954 busde, the 250 GTE was Ferrari s first high-volurne model snd
& major commencial sucoess. A good deiver-quality car will bring $75,000
today, up from SSOR-SAK lst year. Be sure 1o tack 0n af least $10,000
for the problens yoo will find i you buy o perfoct one Add $25,000 S
repairs {f you by ooe with & few nooda

ON TO THE 705

While the 345 GTUS han ity detractors, | foel the C/4 s the best by
undet $1006k When new, thele can were mone expensive than Daytosss,
und with only S00 built they aew rarer as well

AL $75,000 snd climbing for un exceptional exunyple, the C/d can even
ber lized & “an = A major service atanty at abowt $5,000
but the “while-you'se-at-in™ of new clutches, cam chains, water hoses,
alc rescals, new symchros, suspension bushings and shock rebullds cen
(and will) quickly double or triple that amount, At beast the C/4 w sample
enough that they can be worked on by anyone who is ressonably faeniliar
with & Weber carbusetor—and you don't need a laptop 1o check anything

THE MID-"705 TO MID-"80S

First in the lne of Ferran's new mid-engined supercirs way the 365
GT'4 BB, produced fom 1973-76. With only 387 made, it remains the
ratest of the Boners, and the quickest, thanks 10 peuky cams and shoet

n
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assemasion gearing. A good running 365 Boxer s a rocketship, going
through first, second and third gears with amazing sccclenation and the
wooderful sound of a very busy flat-12 with Jots of carburcton wcking
ait. A good example can still be found for less than $100,000, but don't
besitate if the nght car comes aloag at 3 bt more, 3 thas one i so0n
moving into six-figure termitory.

The 512 BE came next, from 1976.81. With cady 921 can produced,
carbureted 3125 are relatively rare compared so Ferran's cmrrent produc
Bon numbers. While not 88 quick as the 365 throagh the first three gears,
the exira 600 cc certainly makes a difference on the op end, making the
carbureted $12 the king-of-the-hill fasses: of the Bosers. With ever-tough-
ening eminsions controls worldwide, Ferman added fuel impection 1o the
512 crenting the $12 BBiin 1981. Tuned for moee low-cnd and mud-range
performmance, but a weaker 1op-end, the injected Bosers se more tractable
o around-town driving. Through 1983, a total of 1,007 512 BB were
produced

With room for the tallest driver, adequate air conditionang, light seering
soxd excellent brakes, all Boxers are a driver's delight. On the downside,
while the balance and handling are good, once the lumits are roached the
car will swap ends without much waming on s over-cxaderant of umwary
driver

The rather blund styling and converns with certification (Bovers were
never sold pew in the L.S.) have kept values below those of the more ue
tactive but less refined Duytooa. But with Duysonas selling for $17%,000
plus, & S12 B or BB ut §75,000-phus i still & suporcar daeguan. Bear in
mind Sat an engine-out service on these can sarts st shoat $5,000, with
typecal sncillary work caslly doubling that smount

FEWER CYLINDERS

The 198689 125 i relatively light and nemble w0 devve and beaunful
%0 bebold. Plas, it's instantly recognizable as & Ferran, an mmportant factor
for mont fient-tiene buyers. A 328 will give yean of ressosably priced and
emtertaining driving, but wa the final evohstion of the J0%, it 1 2 J0-year-old
dosign with only adequate porformanoe, bruking and HVAC. Prices runge
from $35.000 for a high-miler GTH wp to $70,000 for 2 1989 GTS with
ABS, conven wheels and low mileage. As the last of the VI models that
don"t require un engine-out service, 54,000 should pay for your 30,000
enibe checkig (ax opposed 10 $7k-plus for later 358s, F3555 and 360s)

The 3458 replaced the 328 in 1989, the first mass prodeced Ferman with
a loogrtudinally -mounted engine and unitized body. Unformunately, the 148
bad more than its share of teething probloms, but improved as it evolved,
with viable electronics, greal a'c and o wer-friendly cockps. When 345
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